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STORIES OF EVICTION FROM THE YOUTH OF PHNOM PENH

“Every child has the right to a standard of 1living

adequate for the child’s physical, mental, spiritual,
moral and social development.” article 27, convention on the Rights of the Child.
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“I think they just
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PHORN YANNY, i7

“I suggest that the government
develops this relocation site”




TRY CHANRY, 2i

Try Channy, 21, lives with her
family and husband in Anlong
Kngan relocation site. Located
in Sen Sok district, the large
site is home to many former
residents of the Bassac area
in central Phnom Penh.

Channy was evicted to
AnTong Kngan in 2001. Life at
the bare site was like nothing
she had known before.

“It was very difficult,”
she says. “There was no wa-
ter, no electricity. I had
never used to Tive Tike that.
My family just built a house
with tent and some wood on a
rice field. When it rained,
we could not sleep. We had to
wait until it stopped.”

While other children
were playing around in the
city, Channy was collecting
dirty water from the canal in
her village for making a meal.
That was a far cry from her
previous life in the centre of
the city.

When she was 14 years
old, Channy’s father contract-
ed tuberculosis. To support
her family, she quit school
having only reached grade 7
and began working in a garment
factory. Life was tough.

Since then, however,
things have improved. “If I
compare my life today to my
1ife in Bassac, I think nowa-
days my family has a better
standard of Tiving, because
we don’t have to pay for the
rent,” she says. “Also, my
father has recovered from his
“There was no water, no i11ness and mom also has a job

electricity. I had never as a tailor.”
l1ive Tike that.”
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“My 1ife has changed
a lot since we were
evicted here”

SAN SOKUNDA, 2]
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HUN CHENDA, i8

“I know that we just
live on temporary
land and we will be
evicted to somewhere
else one day”
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be evicted to some-

” she says.
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UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

(plain language version)

A1l children have the right to what follows, no matter what their
race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion,
or where they were born or who they were born to.

1. You have the special right to grow up and to develop physically
and spiritually in a healthy and normal way, free and with dignity.

2.You have a right to a name and to be a member of a country

3. You have a right to special care and protection and to good food,
housing and medical services.

4. You have the right to special care if handicapped in any way.

5. You have the right to Tove and understanding, preferably from
parents and family, but from the government where these cannot help.

6.You have the right to go to school for free, to play and to have
an equal chance to develop yourself and to learn to be responsible
and useful. Your parents have special responsibilities for your
education and guidance.

7. You have the right always to be among the first to get help.

8. You have the right to be protected against cruel acts or
exploitation, eg you shall not be obliged to do work which hinders
your development both physically and mentally. You should not work
before a minimum age and never when that would hinder your health
and your moral and physical development.

9. You should be taught peace, understanding, tolerance and
friendship among all people.
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